I n recent years, the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) has been evaluating plans for plants that are to use atomic energy in their processes. Contractors feel competent in designing a building strong enough to withstand damage from a tornado strike but had difficulty in satisfying the commission's question of possible exposure or dispersal of contaminated material by a tornado funnel or vortex cloud passing directly over a spent fuel pit. Such a pit is roughly described as a manmade well in which sealed containers of spent fuel are stored under water until further disposition is made.
The only reference found to a tornado passing over a well was the book by Flora (1953 This investigation suggests how a chain of hasty readings and tendencies to exaggerate can lead ultimately to unfortunate misstatements in otherwise authoritative publications. Tornadoes impose serious design problems even when their effects are not exaggerated.
